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Hi, I’m Kevin Smith with the Office of Planning and Building Services. Today we’re going 
to talk just for a minute about the need to control weeds and tall grasses in your yard. 
Specifically, all grasses have to be lower than eight inches as well as controlling 
noxious weeds. Now not every weed in your yard is a noxious weed. Dandelions for 
example are not considered a noxious weed by the state of South Dakota, but generally 
speaking any vegetation outside of trees, shrubs, flowerbeds, gardens, all of that has to 
be kept to a manageable level. Why do we have these standards? Well it’s basically 
aesthetics for our neighborhoods. We want to keep things looking nice. If you keep your 
yard well-trimmed/well-mowed, I think it is a reasonable expectation that your neighbors 
do as well. One of the challenges we’re seeing more of is on foreclosed vacant 
properties where there isn’t someone there to actively manage the growth. We’re 
starting to see that being more of an issue, not just with weeds and grass in the spring 
and summertime but also with sidewalk snow removal in the winter. So we’re keeping 
an eye on those kinds of things, but with a community of 75 square miles, we can’t be 
everywhere all at once, and we don’t want to have to wait or make the neighbors wait 
until the weeds are three feet high before something gets done. So again, if you see 
that, something that’s basically the width of a sheet of paper, which is 8 1/2 inches that’s 
an easy guide to use. If the weeds or grass have grown taller than that, give us a call, 
send us an email, we will do an inspection. If there’s a violation, we’ll send a letter out. 
The property owner or the manager has seven days to take care of the problem. If they 
don’t, we go back out and issue $100 citation and have a contractor mow the lawn, 
which can be another $100 to $200. Our goal is compliance. We don’t want to go out 
and issue more citations than we have to; but if we have nonresponsive property 
owners and managers, that’s what we’re forced to do.  

Our message to the general public is if you see a problem out there, you have a 
question, call the lawn enforcement hotline at 978-6900. You can also contact us 
through email at siouxfalls.org.  


